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HONORING MRS. MILDRED MAE 
DUKE 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Mildred Mae Duke for more than 
35 years of dedicated service as a federal em-
ployee. 

Mrs. Duke is the third child of seven. She 
was born and raised in Biloxi, Mississippi, 
where she and her husband, Mr. Summer 
Isaac Duke, reside today. They have one son, 
Jon Maxwell ‘‘Max’’ Duke. 

Mrs. Duke attended St. Michael’s Catholic 
School from grades 1 through 6, and later at-
tended Biloxi High School, where she grad-
uated in 1974. Mrs. Duke’s father, Mr. John 
Wallace Toche, served in the United States 
Army during the Korean War. As the daughter 
of a Korean War veteran, Mrs. Duke has al-
ways held a deep appreciation for our military. 

Mrs. Duke’s federal civil service began as 
an employee at the Pearl Harbor Navy Base 
in Honolulu, Hawaii from 1985 to 1986. Her 
first position was the Administration Assistant 
for the Officer-in-Charge Industrial Hygienist 
Office. Mrs. Duke’s drive and determination 
quickly became apparent. She was promoted 
in November 1986 to Administrative Assistant 
at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, at the 15th 
Supply Squadron until May 1993. 

After leaving Pearl Harbor, she traveled to 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, where she worked 
as Executive Assistant to the Director of De-
fense Intelligence Agency at the American 
Embassy from August 1994 until August 1996. 

After returning from overseas to her home-
town, she was hired as the secretary to the 
Military Personnel Flight Commander at 
Keesler Air Force Base from July 2002 until 
January 2007. Since 2013, she has served as 
Executive Assistant/Protocol Manager to the 
Commanding Officer at the Naval Construction 
Battalion Center in Gulfport, Mississippi. 

Throughout Mrs. Duke’s career, she has re-
ceived 2 Civilian of the Year Awards, 2 Civil-
ian of the Quarter Awards, 21 Exceptional 
Performance Awards, 2 Special Act Awards 
and a Civilian Meritorious Service Award. Mrs. 
Duke will be retiring this year, after over 35 
years of dedication to the state of Mississippi 
and our great Nation. On behalf of the 4th 
Congressional District, we wish her the best. 

f 

REMEMBERING MILTON P. MOORE 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am grateful to remember a great 
South Carolinian, Milton P. Moore. Milton was 
always involved in his community through his 

service in the South Carolina National Guard 
and as an adjunct professor at the University 
of South Carolina. He was vital in the develop-
ment of the modern Republican Party of South 
Carolina and much of its success is credited 
to him with the largest Republican majorities in 
140 years. 

At the Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
services, the Reverend Doctor Benjamin Sloan 
and the Reverend Doctor Bradley Smith elo-
quently cited Milton Moore as a person who 
loved people. My wife Roxanne and I were ap-
preciative being with Governor Henry 
McMaster, First Lady Peggy McMaster, Attor-
ney General Alan Wilson, State Representa-
tive Chip Huggins, and Republican State 
Chairman Drew McKissick. 

MILTON P. MOORE 
DECEMBER 3, 1943–JUNE 22, 2021 

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA.—Milton Perry 
Moore was born December 3, 1943 in Clinton, 
South Carolina to Wilma McCracken Moore 
and Perry Martin Moore. His father was a 
farmer and his mother owned and operated a 
loan office. She was one of very few women 
in business in her day. Growing up in Clin-
ton, an idyllic, southern mill town, shaped 
his life. He and his wife Jean attended Clin-
ton schools, from Kindergarten through 
graduating together from Clinton High in 
the Class of 1962. After High School he at-
tended Oak Ridge Military Academy in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee. He was a graduate of 
Wofford College in the Class of 1967. He 
moved his young family to Columbia in 1972 
to attend Graduate School at the University 
of South Carolina. Jean supported the family 
as Resident Manager of Hampton Park 
Apartments. Milton earned a Master’s De-
gree in Business Administration and a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Accountancy. Many years 
later he was an Adjunct Professor of Finance 
and Taxation at the University of South 
Carolina. He served in the South Carolina 
National Guard as a Military Police officer. 
He was a member of Ducks Unlimited, the 
Columbia Rotary Club (Paul Harris Fellow), 
the Irmo Navy, and was a pioneer in the de-
velopment and success of the modern day Re-
publican Party in South Carolina. He led 
many highly successful fundraising efforts 
for candidates statewide from the early days. 
He was a head Usher at Eastminster Pres-
byterian Church for more than twenty years. 

He grew up water skiing on Lake Green-
wood and then Lake Murray, where he built 
the Moore family Jake home in 1980. He en-
joyed duck hunting with friends and ulti-
mately his sons. He floated almost every 
river in South Carolina. He taught his sons, 
among many other things, about shotguns, 
tractors, boats and motors. He was ex-
tremely proud of his daughter and her com-
mitment to succeed him in his business. He 
could and would fix or build most anything. 
He studied the South and wrote the family 
book on our Scottish heritage. He was gifted 
as an inspirational public speaker and teach-
er of life. He possessed a quick wit. He loved 
Bluegrass, Country and Gospel music. He 
threw a little Fourth of July party at Lake 
Murray every now and then. He was meticu-
lous, had an unrivaled positive attitude, end-
less motivation and energy. He had a special 
heart. He was the compass of our family. He 
guided us to the rivers, lakes, the ocean, 

churches and most importantly our family. 
He will be missed every day. 

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Jean 
Bailey Arnold; children, Martin Arnold 
Moore (Lauri), Meredith Moore Housman 
(Gary), Matthew McCracken Moore; grand-
children, Ross Martin Moore, John Bailey 
Moore, Lyndsay Meredith Moore, Adlai 
Vassy Moore, Langston Emory Moore, Lou-
isa Perry Moore, Reese Woodruff Housman 
and Riley Kathryn Housman. 

The memorial service for Mr. Moore will be 
held at 11 o’clock, Friday, June 25, 2021 at 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 3200 
Trenholm Road, Columbia, S.C. A visitation 
will be held in Thompson Hall immediately 
following the service, and from 5 until 7 
o’clock at Lake Murray Presbyterian 
Church, 2721 Dutch Fork Road, Chapin, S.C. 
A livestream of the service may be seen by 
visiting eastminsterpres.org. 

At a later date, Milton will be buried in 
Bethesda Cemetery in York County. Genera-
tions of Moores have been laid to rest in this 
special place since their arrival in South 
Carolina in the 1700s. 

Donations in his memory may be made to 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church; Hammond 
School, 854 Galway Lane, Columbia, SC 29209; 
Lake Murray Presbyterian Church; or the 
Animal Mission of Columbia, P.O. Box 50023, 
Columbia, S.C. 29250. 

Memories and condolences may be shared 
at ShivesFuneralHome.com. 

f 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
FOR THE FUTURE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 28, 2021 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of legislation reauthor-
izing funding for the National Science Founda-
tion, HR 2225, the National Science Founda-
tion for the Future Act. 

I thank the Chair and Ranking Member for 
their leadership and hard work to put together 
this package. I’m proud to be a cosponsor of 
this bill to increase much-needed NSF funding 
while implementing new and creative strate-
gies to improve STEM education and bolster 
our research and engineering infrastructure. 

The NSF is a funder of more than 1800 in-
stitutions in the US. Given that a quarter of all 
federal funding is contributed through the 
Foundation, nearly every student in STEM has 
been in one way or another supported by the 
NSF through grants, fellowships, and research 
opportunities. 

Despite continuing support from Congress, 
the reality is that the majority of grant pro-
posals NSF receives are rejected and valuable 
research projects are never carried out. 

During an era of tough global competition in 
the science and technology sector, it is so im-
portant that we find effective ways to boost 
scientific advancements and keep up with a 
quickly changing world. 

This bill would authorize increased funding 
for the next five years, setting our students 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:52 Jun 30, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A29JN8.001 E29JNPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE712 June 29, 2021 
and institutions on a sure path to more suc-
cessful American innovation. 

In addition to these funding increases, my 
Science, Space, and Technology colleagues 
and I have identified important areas of inter-
est that are addressed through new NSF pro-
grams and policies to better support our re-
search efforts. Among others, this legislation 
finds creative ways to boost STEM education 
from PreK–12 education all the way through 
graduate school. 

I am glad that this bill includes an amend-
ment I introduced in committee to give emerg-
ing minority-serving institutions access to NSF 
funding through a merit-based process, to help 
them build their research capacity and help 
expose diverse student populations to STEM 
careers. 

Though our STEM workforce is some of the 
most well-equipped in the world, our institu-
tions continue to report drastically low num-
bers in workplace diversity. 

Only one in 10 STEM workers are underrep-
resented people of color, a statistic that does 
not come close to the racial makeup of the 
United States. 

These racial imbalances will not just go 
away with time. We must put forward serious 
and concrete solutions to ensure students of 
color have the same opportunities as their fel-
low peers to pursue their ambitions. 

By directly funding these MSls, which in-
cludes HBCUs, tribal colleges, Hispanic-serv-
ing institutions, and even some community 
colleges, we can expand their research capa-
bilities and offer people of color more opportu-
nities for a career in science and engineering. 

Other efforts that I authored which are in-
cluded in this package include helping ensure 
NSF funding is helping support critical and 
groundbreaking water research that can help 
address local and global water challenges, an 
effort I authored to help ensure that commu-
nity colleges, which often serve diverse com-
munities, can also better engage with the 
NSF, and finally, an effort, with Rep. YOUNG 
KIM, to address K–8 STEM education in our 
secondary schools. The earlier we can hook 
kids in STEM, the better. 

This is a good bill and I urge my colleagues 
to support it. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL BRIAN D. BEAUDREAULT, 
UNITED STATES MARINE 

HON. GREGORY F. MURPHY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Lieutenant Gen-
eral Brian David Beaudreault, United States 
Marine Corps, for his service to our great Na-
tion and his family’s faithful service as well. 
The theme of his distinguished career has 
been one of achievement with highest honors 
throughout his 38 years of unconditional serv-
ice to the United States of America. 

Lieutenant General Beaudreault is a sec-
ond-generation Marine—his father, Rene, 
served in the Marine Corps in World War II. 
He was commissioned as a Second Lieuten-
ant in 1983 after graduating from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts-Amherst. In his 38 years 
as a Marine Infantry Officer, he has com-

manded at every level from the platoon to the 
Marine Expeditionary Force. 

Over the course of his career, Lieutenant 
General Beaudreault has deployed in support 
of military operations in Somalia, East Timer, 
Iraq, and Pakistan. Notably, while in command 
of 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit in Iraq, his 
masterful leadership in combat helped change 
the balance of power in Al Anbar Province and 
accelerate the multi-national force’s successful 
counterinsurgency fight. In various higher 
headquarters staff positions, including his time 
as the Marine Corps’ Deputy Commandant for 
Plans, Policies, and Operations, Lieutenant 
General Beaudreault significantly impacted the 
Nation’s military readiness to face challenges 
around the globe. We are all safer due to his 
selflessness and dedication. 

Lieutenant General Beaudreault’s final tour 
in the Marine Corps is as the Commanding 
General, II Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF), 
based at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. It is 
no easy task to command and care for over 
40,000 Marines, Sailors, and their families, but 
Lieutenant General and Mrs. Beaudreault 
have excelled at it. During his time in com-
mand, II MEF has deployed forces in support 
of every Geographic Combatant Commander, 
achieved greater naval integration, and im-
proved the MEF’s readiness as a warfighting 
headquarters. Much of this occurred while II 
MEF was simultaneously dealing with the 
challenges of the COVID–19 pandemic. Lieu-
tenant General Beaudreault’s leadership dur-
ing these challenging times is just one more 
example of the type of Marine that he is—one 
of the very best. 

Over his years of faithful service, Lieutenant 
General Beaudreault has earned the Defense 
Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, 
and the Bronze Star, among other awards. 

Lieutenant General Beaudreault has served 
38 outstanding years in support of our beloved 
Nation and will retire on 8 July 2021. I am de-
lighted to have this opportunity to recognize 
not only Lieutenant General Beaudreault, but 
his entire family for their undeniably incredible 
service to the U.S. Marine Corps and our 
great nation. Their sacrifice and dedication to 
our nation is truly remarkable. I wish him and 
his beloved wife, Karen, well as they embark 
on a new chapter in their lives. God bless the 
Beaudreaults, God bless the United States of 
America, and Semper Fidelis. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF DARLENE 
TALLENT 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, it is with 
deep sadness but great respect that I take this 
time to remember one of my constituents, Mrs. 
Darlene Agnes Tallent, of Chiltons, Virginia. 

Mrs. Tallent passed away on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 19, 2021 at the age of 74. Darlene was 
born and raised in Westmoreland County. She 
married her high school sweetheart, Joe 
Tallent, and together they raised their two 
daughters Kathleen and Lisa in Montross 
County. 

Darlene spent her career working as the 
Westmoreland County Museum’s Genealogical 
Library Assistant. She assisted countless re-

searchers, authors and visitors in her 25 years 
of employment by sharing her extensive 
knowledge on the history of Westmoreland 
County and helping others trace their heritage 
and connect with who and where they came 
from. 

Therefore, Madam Speaker, I ask you to 
join me in honoring the life of Mrs. Darlene 
Tallent, and applauding her contributions to 
Westmoreland County and the Common-
wealth. On behalf of America’s First District, 
we say thank you. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. KENNETH 
H. COOPER 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Kenneth H. Cooper, MD, 
MPH, Founder and Chairman of the Cooper 
Aerobics Center. Dr. Cooper turned 90 years- 
old on March 4, 2021 and is a life-long exem-
plary example for maintaining a healthy life-
style. Having logged more than 38,000 miles 
running, he can often be found exercising with 
his wife, Millie, at the Cooper Aerobics Center. 
It is my privilege to commend him for his tre-
mendous role in inspiring millions of people to 
exercise for their physical and mental good 
health over the course of his trailblazing 64- 
year medical career. 

Dr. Cooper served 13 years in the U.S. 
Army and U.S. Air Force, as a flight surgeon 
and director of the Aerospace Medical Labora-
tory. During his service, he developed the 12- 
minute and 1.5-mile fitness tests and the Aer-
obics Point System, used today by branches 
of the military, schools and organizations 
worldwide. In 1968, Dr. Cooper wrote his best-
seller, Aerobics, where he coined a new word 
and submitted the official definition to the Ox-
ford English Dictionary. In addition to Aero-
bics, Dr. Cooper has authored 18 additional 
books which have sold over 30 million copies 
and been translated into 41 languages and 
Braille. After retiring from military service in 
1970, Dr. Cooper founded the Cooper Aero-
bics Center in Dallas, TX with the mission to 
explore the relationship between cardio-
vascular fitness, health and longevity. 

Dr. Cooper’s oratory skills have echoed in 
halls across the county and internationally in 
more than 50 countries. He attained iconic 
status in Brazil, having trained the 1970 Bra-
zilian soccer team leading to their World Cup 
victory. In Portuguese, jogging is translated as 
‘‘coopering’’. In Hungary, the national fitness 
test is named the ‘‘cooperteszt’’, In April 2013, 
Dr. Cooper attended the prestigious Boao 
Forum in China, serving as a forum panelist 
alongside a former Prime Minister of Australia 
and two Nobel Prize Laureates in Medicine. 

I appreciate Dr. Cooper for his extraordinary 
pioneering efforts to improve the lives of 
Americans by positively impacting our diet. His 
collaboration with PepsiCo and their elimi-
nation of trans fats from its Frito-Lay snack 
line set an international example that other 
companies follow. For three years, the back of 
Baked Lays packages included this quote from 
Dr. Cooper, ‘‘Fitness is a journey, not a des-
tination. It must be continued for the rest of 
your life.’’ 
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Dr. Cooper’s illustrious career is punctuated 

by groundbreaking discoveries and sub-
stantive impacts in the global fight for a 
healthy lifestyle. I wish him all the best on the 
celebration of his ninetieth year and have tre-
mendous respect for his continued profes-
sional career as he serves as Chairman of six 
health and wellness companies and Chairman 
Emeritus of The Cooper Institute. My sincere 
appreciation for all that he continues to do to 
improve lives in our country and across the 
globe. 

f 

HONORING WIAWAKA CENTER FOR 
WOMEN FOR THE COMPLETED 
RESTORATION OF THE HOUSE OF 
TRIX AND THEIR IMPACT ON 
THE LAKE GEORGE COMMUNITY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Wiawaka Center for 
Women on their successful restoration of the 
House of Trix, one of the many buildings used 
by the retreat, and a historic landmark located 
on Lake George in New York. 

The Wiawaka Center for Women has an im-
portant role in our community as a place of 
rest, rejuvenation, and support for women 
throughout the North Country and the entire 
United States of America. The center, founded 
by Mary Fuller in 1903, is on the National 
Registry of Historic Places and has been a 
place of retreat for generations of women. 
Wiawaka is the oldest and longest continu-
ously operating site of its kind in the United 
States. The center has previously hosted the 
likes of Georgia O’Keefe, renowned American 
artist, and has a rich history of supporting and 
encouraging women in their fight for equal 
rights. 

In renovating and restoring the historic 
House of Trix, Wiawaka continues to invest in 
and pursue their mission of providing a place 
of retreat for all women. This is the only build-
ing within the center that hosts a variety of 
programming including art workshops, 
wellness classes, presentations, and events. 
Through perseverance, teamwork, and with 
support of the community, they restored this 
historic building back to its original splendor 
and purpose. After receiving funding through a 
grant by the Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable 
Trust, Wiawaka will be able to continue their 
important work of serving the community of 
women around them. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I 
would like to thank the Wiawaka Center for 
Women, and their entire team, for their dedi-
cation and commitment in revitalizing and re-
storing a deeply important historic property in 
our community. I congratulate them on their 
achievements thus far and the continued ac-
complishments of the women this center 
serves. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
CHRISTOPHER YOCK 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in celebration of the life of Christopher 
Yock, who passed away on June 8, 2021 at 
the age of 57 after battling a structure fire at 
San Francisco International Airport. He was a 
beloved member of the San Rafael community 
and a San Francisco firefighter. 

Christopher was born on December 27, 
1963 in San Francisco and was raised in the 
Westborough neighborhood of South San 
Francisco. Christopher began his journey in 
the fire service as a firefighter at the Alameda 
Naval Airbase Station and the Presidio Fire 
Department before finally achieving his dream 
of becoming a firefighter for the San Francisco 
Fire Department. Christopher loved his career 
in the fire service, and was a beloved fire-
house chef who prepared amazing meals for 
his fellow firefighters. 

Christopher lived a full and vibrant life, 
meeting and making lifelong friends along the 
way. He had a passion for traveling, cooking, 
photography, and music. Christopher was a 
seasoned world traveler, with some of his fa-
vorite destinations being Palau, Porto, 
Maldives, Tahiti, Bali and numerous family 
trips to Maui. Christopher is survived by his 
siblings, Jeffery Yock and Jennifer Yock- 
Lanthier, his son, Cayden Yock (Nancy 
Galvin), his brother-in-law, Sean Lanthier, and 
his nephew and nieces, Danielle Gracia, 
Alyssa Sozio, Adam Lanthier, and Ashley 
Yock. 

Madam Speaker, I respectfully ask that you 
join me in extending condolences to Chris-
topher’s family and friends and in expressing 
our deep appreciation for his dedicated serv-
ice to public safety and the San Francisco Fire 
Department. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BARRY 
WILLIAMS 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to observe and mourn the passing of 
Barry Williams, a local civic champion who 
dedicated his life to bringing people together 
and who tirelessly advocated for social justice, 
the middle class, and the everyday working 
man and woman. Sadly, on May 2nd of this 
year—Barry passed away at the age of 71 
after a tough 17–year battle with Parkinson’s 
disease. Barry’s inspirational life, however, will 
never dissipate from our community’s collec-
tive spirit as he treated everyone he encoun-
tered with love and humility, setting an immor-
talized example for us all to aspire to. 

Born in in 1949 in York, Maine—Barry and 
his family relocated to Waterford, Connecticut 
where Barry grew up and acquired his love for 
the coastline. Barry would spend many hours 
of his life enjoying the beach, fishing, or sail-
ing, and was invigorated when he caught a 
fish, which wasn’t often. Barry was an avid 

reader and eventually made a career of his 
love for books by attaining a degree at the 
University of Connecticut in Library Science 
then even returning to work for his alma mater 
as an acquisitions librarian. 

While working as a librarian, Barry was also 
an active member of the American Federation 
of Teachers (AFT local union and even 
worked his way up to become President of his 
local. Being elected to lead his union truly 
changed Barry and ignited a passion in him 
that he used to champion workers’ rights 
throughout his life. While president of the 
union, Barry was admired for his ability to fight 
for his members but still maintain a loving and 
friendly personality and always face chal-
lenges with a positive attitude. Barry’s accom-
plishments and dedication to his union gained 
him statewide notoriety and led to him being 
recruited as a Government Affairs Representa-
tive by Connecticut statewide AFT President 
George Springer. Hitting the ground running— 
Barry made his mark and inspired all those 
around him with his willingness to put others 
before himself. Not only did Barry talk the talk 
but he was always out on the front lines with 
his brothers and sisters rallying for their right 
to equal opportunities and fairness in the 
workplace. Achieving milestone after mile-
stone—Barry set himself apart as one of the 
top labor leaders in Connecticut and this led to 
his election in 1985 to represent all workers in 
the state as the Secretary Treasurer of the 
Connecticut AFL–CIO. 

Now a true and tried advocate in the world 
of unions, Barry decided to go independent 
and start his own lobbying firm to represent 
unions and non-profits in 1987. With all the 
statewide connections he had developed in his 
decades of organizing and union work—Barry 
quickly gained traction as someone who could 
bring opposing sides to the table to talk, and 
he also became known for a little secret weap-
on in breaking the ice between opposing 
forces—his famous homemade bread. Barry 
was truly a master negotiator because he 
never lamented, and his genuine and happy 
nature rubbed off on all those around him 
which made coming to agreements easier for 
all parties. Barry continued a very successful 
lobbying career until later in life when he 
would receive a devastating diagnosis with 
Parkinson’s disease which would lead to his 
retirement. Barry however as expected, did 
not let the disease damper his love for life and 
for bringing happiness to all those around him. 
Even when he was in the later stages of his 
life in the Hebrew Center for Health and Reha-
bilitation in West Hartford—his positive de-
meanor gained him the nickname, ‘‘the 
Mayor,’’ as he was so loved by his fellow resi-
dents and staff. Even up until his last Christ-
mas, Barry grew out his beard to transform 
himself into Santa to pass out small gifts and 
candy to fellow residents. 

Madam Speaker, the loss of Barry leaves a 
deep void in Connecticut as he was a unifier 
who brought people of both sides of the aisle 
together. I ask that my colleagues and this 
Chamber to join me in expressing our deepest 
respect for Barry’s work and life and send our 
deepest condolences to the Williams Family. 
Barry is survived by his wife Susan, children 
Colby, Jake, Sam, Patel, his sisters Sedona 
and Kathi, and many other family members 
and friends who will carry the lasting memory 
of Barry in their hearts so that his joy, laugh-
ter, and compassion will continue to carry on. 
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SUPPORTING INVEST IN AMERICA 

ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, today, I 
rise in support of the INVEST in America Act, 
which will create good paying jobs to rebuild 
and re-imagine America’s surface transpor-
tation infrastructure by revitalizing our existing 
roads and bridges and making investments in 
passenger rail, public transit, cycling and walk-
ing infrastructure, and zero-emission options— 
while creating safer, more connected commu-
nities. 

After decades of disinvestment and four 
years of failed ‘Infrastructure Weeks,’ I believe 
that now is the time to make desperately 
needed investments to rebuild our nation. 

According to the 2021 Report Card for 
America’s Infrastructure assessment by the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, our na-
tion’s infrastructure receives the grade: C-. A 
continued underinvestment in our infrastruc-
ture at current rates will cost $10 trillion in 
GDP, more than $3 million jobs, and $2.4 tril-
lion in exports over the next 20 years. 

We cannot wait. It is time to invest, re-
imagine, and revitalize a new American econ-
omy by building the architecture of our na-
tion’s future. We need transformative plans 
like the INVEST in America Act and the Amer-
ican Jobs Plan, a once-in-a-century capital in-
vestment in America that will create millions of 
good-paying-jobs and rebuild our country’s in-
frastructure, including high-speed rail. 

We need to recognize the importance of in-
vesting in high-speed rail. And I will continue 
working for more rail investment and ensure 
that federal dollars fund high-speed rail 
projects across this country—including 
projects in Connecticut, which total almost 
$10B in CT’s new initiative, TIME FOR CT 
and along the Northeast Corridor which cur-
rently has $117B of needed investment 
through their project titled CONNECT2035 and 
New Haven’s Downtown Crossing, which I 
was proud to help secure $20 million for New 
Haven to reconnect its downtown with both 
the outlying neighborhoods and the train sta-
tion—helping the local business community 
flourish. 

We can make opportunity real for millions 
with good-paying jobs. And, we can strength-
en our economy. So, let us move boldly. And 
let us start rebuilding America. 

f 

IN HONOR OF RUSS POPPE 

HON. DAN CRENSHAW 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to thank and honor a true public serv-
ant, the Executive Director of the Harris Coun-
ty Flood Control District, Russ Poppe. 

Russ is stepping down on July 2, 2021. Dur-
ing his five-year tenure as Executive Director, 
Russ made a lasting and significant impact to 
reduce the threat of flooding in Harris County. 

Russ’s time at the Flood Control District was 
spent building solid relationships at the local, 
state, and federal levels. Russ’s excellent net-
work of contacts is partly responsible for the 
Flood Control District bringing in over one bil-
lion dollars in federal grants in the past few 
years. He has earned the trust of various 
agencies including the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, the Natural Resources Conservation 
Services, and Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. 

Russ led the Flood Control District through 
the worst rainfall event in American history, 
Hurricane Harvey in 2017. In the aftermath of 
Harvey, Russ helped former County Judge Ed 
Emmett pass the historic $2.5 billion Harris 
County Flood Bond in August 2018. After vot-
ers approved the bond program, Russ became 
the head of a multi-billion-dollar enterprise, all 
with the purpose of helping his community in 
Harris County. 

Since that time, under Russ’s leadership, 
the Flood Control District has started over 200 
flood damage reduction projects and has in-
creased project delivery volume over ten 
times. 

Russ’s leadership and professionalism will 
be missed at the Flood Control District. Russ 
always practiced leadership by inspiration, not 
intimidation. Russ and his staff have spent 
countless hours working with my staff and me 
to ensure we understand the tremendous chal-
lenges the Harris County area faces when it 
comes to reducing flooding. 

I wish to thank him for his service and wish 
him all the best. I am certain that he will con-
tinue his success at the next stop on his ca-
reer journey. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOEL GOMEZ AS MY 
CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH 

HON. MIKE LEVIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, it 
is my great honor to recognize Encinitas na-
tive Joel Gomez for my June Constituent of 
the Month. Recent graduate of Classical Acad-
emy High, Joel Gomez has not only rep-
resented California’s 49th Congressional Dis-
trict around the country with his impressive 
athletic ability, but also the United States on 
the world stage as a medal award-winning 
Paralympic athlete. A member of the United 
States Paralympic Track and Field team, Joel 
has competed with great success in Switzer-
land, Peru and Dubai, earning two gold med-
als and one silver medal in the 1500 meters 
and 400 meters events. On top of that, Joel 
was named the 2019 Male Junior Para Athlete 
of the Year by USA Track & Field. 

Still just 17 years old, Joel is currently pre-
paring to represent the United States as a 
member of Team USA once again at the 
Tokyo Paralympics. Although the COVID–19 
pandemic put a hold on much of the athletic 
communities’ plans, Joel remained positive in 
his training and competition efforts, a perse-
verance he is no stranger to. With the post-
ponement of the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics and 
Olympics, Joel had the opportunity to train, 

stay motivated, and work harder than ever for 
what he hopes will soon be the pinnacle of his 
running career upon successful qualification at 
the U.S. Paralympic Team Trials. 

In addition to his athletic achievements, Joel 
is an accomplished student, and is set to at-
tend Purdue University this fall, where he in-
tends to study industrial engineering. He also 
plays 4 instruments and sings, and in 2017, 
he made it to the finals in the Boys and Girls 
Club of Southwest County Idol Season 8. I’m 
honored to represent such an impressive 
young man, and I’m eager to watch and cheer 
him on as he races on the behalf of Team 
USA. Competing at an international level is an 
incredible feat, especially at such a young 
age, and I am proud to stand behind this re-
markable, well-rounded young man, who I’m 
pleased to recognize as my June Constituent 
of the Month. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF FORMER REP-
RESENTATIVE PAUL MITCHELL 

HON. SALUD O. CARBAJAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of my friend and col-
league, Representative Paul Mitchell, who re-
tired after proudly serving his constituents 
from Michigan’s 10th Congressional District. 

Paul was recently diagnosed with stage IV 
renal cancer and after great medical treatment 
is on his way to a continued recovery. While 
my heart hurts for his family, I am optimistic 
Paul will pull through. He has shown us time 
and time again that he is not only a man of 
principle, but also a fighter. 

I first met Paul when we came in the same 
class after being elected in 2016. We served 
together on the House Armed Services Com-
mittee and we shared the same hallway in the 
Cannon House Office Building. Serving on the 
House Armed Services Committee, we had 
the opportunity to travel and visit troops in 
Germany and the Middle East, and build our 
friendship. I continued to work with Paul as we 
also served together on the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee. Through-
out the years, I got to know Paul’s humor and 
his dedication towards service. 

While Paul and I did not always agree on 
policy, I always knew that I could have a can-
did discussion with my friend. Our conversa-
tions were cordial and with a shared goal of 
improving the lives of the American people 
and upholding our democracy. 

In order to achieve these goals, Paul was 
not afraid to cross party lines. During his last 
term, Paul showed incredible courage in 
standing up for our democracy and supporting 
the 2020 election results. 

It is with this same courage that I know Paul 
will use to fight this disease. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking former Rep-
resentative Paul Mitchell for his leadership and 
service to our country and his constituents. 

As Paul begins his treatment, I want to send 
him my best. I look forward to the day when 
we can celebrate Paul’s remission. 
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CBC SUPPORTS INVESTING IN 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 28, 2021 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
discuss the importance of infrastructure to my 
district and the Nation. Right now, we are dis-
cussing two monumental transportation and in-
frastructure improvement proposals: the Amer-
ican Jobs Plan and the INVEST in America 
Act. Both proposals would repair and replace 
airports, bridges, buses, seaports, and thou-
sands of miles of American highways. 

These proposals would provide direct bene-
fits to my constituents in New Jersey’s 10th 
District. The greatest benefit would be the 
construction of the $13.4 billion Gateway Pro-
gram. The program consists of two projects: a 
new Portal North Bridge and a new Hudson 
River Tunnel to go with repairs to the current 
tunnel. The existing bridge and tunnels are 
more than 110 years old. They have been 
here longer than the Empire State Building 
and they are an accident waiting to happen. 
Each facility carries 200,000 passengers in 
450 trains every day to destinations in New 
Jersey, New York and across the country. A 
shut down of either facility would cost $100 
million in lost economic output every day. 
Thankfully, officials will begin construction on 
the new Portal North Bridge this year. But we 
need funding for the Hudson River Tunnel 
project immediately. 

The Gateway Program is not the only infra-
structure project that would receive aid from 
these bills. A strong investment in our nation’s 
infrastructure will help the City of East Orange 
improve their transit network and revitalize 
their downtown area. It will provide more ad-
vanced vehicle and pedestrian crossing sig-
nals to increase the speed and safety of traffic 
in Newark. It will replace sidewalks and 
streetscapes in South Orange. In addition, it 
will give the residents of Bloomfield a modern 
train station. 

These projects are all critical to the eco-
nomic health and prosperity of my residents. I 
know each Member of Congress has a similar 
list of projects that will bring similar benefits to 
their constituents. We cannot wait any longer. 
The longer we wait, the farther behind our na-
tional transportation system falls in relation to 
countries in Europe and Asia. We need to 
support these bills, repair our bridges, repave 
our roads, and make life better for all Ameri-
cans. It is the job we were elected to do. Now, 
it is time to do it. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
DAVID WARD 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I rise today to honor the 
life of the late John David Ward, of Vernon, 
Connecticut, who passed away surrounded by 
family on March 17, 2021, at the age of 59. As 
someone who has shared a hometown with 

John, practiced law in the same courts, and 
witnessed his public service firsthand, I can at-
test to his intelligence, compassion and integ-
rity in all his endeavors. 

Born to William and Mary Durkin Ward in 
Holyoke, Massachusetts, John was raised and 
educated in East Longmeadow, Massachu-
setts where he graduated high school in 1980. 
As one who always placed value on edu-
cation—John went on to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst before obtaining his J.D. in 1991 from 
Western New England University’s Law 
School. Equipped with a law degree, John 
quickly transitioned his Massachusetts-based 
education to start his career as an assistant 
clerk at the Rockville Superior Court. After 
some experience in the courthouse and brief 
stints with several law firms, John ultimately 
found a place at Liberty Mutual, where his 
specialties included labor relations and work-
er’s compensation law. Having gained his full 
footing in a career that enabled his specialties 
to excel, John settled here in Vernon and we 
became neighbors. As I mentioned earlier, I 
handled cases in the same courts as John, 
and he was a talented, highly ethical profes-
sional who treated clients, fellow lawyers and 
court officials as consummate gentleman and 
advocate. 

As a resident of Vernon, John developed 
the roots for his greatest passion: community 
service. This was exemplified early on when 
he was first elected to the Board of Education 
and then to Vernon’s Town Council. In 2008, 
John even decided to leave the insurance 
business to pursue this passion of community 
service by working in local government as the 
Town Administrator for Vernon, serving in this 
role over the course of three mayoral adminis-
trations. During his tenure as Town Adminis-
trator, John directed renovations of the old 
mills and secured a new senior center for our 
neighboring residents. In 2011, John placed 
himself on the front lines of emergency service 
in Vernon when Connecticut was hit with the 
‘‘Snowtober’’ nor’easter. Outside working for 
the town in a more official capacity, he often 
volunteered as a ‘‘pit parent’’ for the high 
school marching band. In fact, he coached 
and help raised Vernon’s youngest generation 
through numerous youth sports including bas-
ketball, soccer and football. 

It is worth noting that John’s love for public 
service stayed with him into his latest years. In 
2017, John made the switch to serve as the 
Town Manager in Granby, Connecticut where 
he brought the force of his passion for com-
munity service. John also went on to fuse to-
gether his enthusiasm for learning and public 
service, earning a master’s degree in Public 
Administration from the University of Con-
necticut in 2019. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
constituents as honorable and impactful as 
John. John’s commitment to our town became 
a part of his life blood, causing him to touch 
the hearts of many in our community. While 
we all mourn the early loss of John, we can 
at least find solace that his story and memory 
live on in others, including his wife of more 
than 25 years, Wendy, and children James, 
Joe, Elizabeth and David. I find it fitting that 
we, the People’s House, honor John’s name 
and character. I ask that the entire House join 
me in recognizing the life of John David Ward, 
never forgetting the importance of serving the 
community. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, on 
roll call vote 186, I was not present because 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Yes’’ on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 2225. 

f 

REMEMBERING SPECIALIST 
JAMESON LINDSKOG 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. SWALWELL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the life of United States Army Spe-
cialist Jameson Lindskog on the occasion of 
the dedication of a new Army Reserve training 
facility in my district, to his life and heroism. 

Jameson was born on May 25, 1987 in San 
Mateo, California to parents Donna and Curtis. 
He graduated from the Orion Academy in 
2006 and the National Holistic Institute before 
enlisting in the United States Army and be-
came a Certified Emergency Medical Techni-
cian for the 2nd Battalion, 327th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Air-
borne Division in Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

While serving as a Platoon Medic on 29 
March 2011, the lead section of his convoy 
was ambushed from multiple directions and 
pinned down. Specialist Lindskog was in the 
trail element and immediately acted to treat 
multiple casualties. The Army describes Spe-
cialist Lindskog’s actions in those moments as 
follows: ‘‘Specialist Lindskog at great personal 
risk to his life showed no hesitation and 
bounded to the wounded Soldiers through 
withering enemy fire while brush, trees, and 
debris were destroyed around him. Once the 
reinforcements reached the ambushed men, 
Specialist Lindskog immediately assessed the 
situation, evaluated casualties, and issued pri-
orities for first aid.’’ 

In the moments that Specialist Lindskog 
was providing life-saving care to his com-
rades, he himself was shot in the chest. Even 
while mortally wounded himself, for thirty min-
utes Specialist Lindskog gave instructions to 
those around him about how to provide emer-
gency care for the wounded soldiers around 
him and himself. His heroism in the throes of 
personal sacrifice saved the lives of two peo-
ple that day. 

Specialist Lindskog was posthumously 
awarded a Silver Star for his conduct, and in 
it’s description the Army states: ‘‘His courage, 
bravery and leadership in combat set the ex-
ample for all to follow. Specialist Lindskog’s 
distinctive accomplishments are in keeping 
with the finest traditions of military service and 
reflect great credit upon himself, the 327th In-
fantry Regiment, the 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, the 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault) and the United States Army.’’ 

Today we memorialize Specialist Lindskog’s 
service by naming a new facility at Parks Re-
serve Forces Training Area in his honor. This 
new facility will house six simulation training 
rooms containing hospital beds, simulated pa-
tients, and a host of bio-medical equipment. 
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The Lindskog Reserve Facility will help pre-
pare the next generation of our heroes to 
serve and save lives in the future. It is a fitting 
tribute to Specialist Lindskog, his parents 
Donna and Matthew Walker and Curtis and Jo 
Lindskog, his siblings Ken and Candace, and 
all those who loved him and hold tight to his 
memory. 

f 

PASSING OF JUSTIN WALLACE 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Justin Wallace, of Rockaway, New 
York, who was tragically taken from us on 
June 5th. Justin was a blessing to all who 
knew him. An adventurous and loving spirit, 
he brought tremendous joy and laughter into 
the lives of everyone around him. To his fam-
ily, Justin was a ‘‘miracle baby,’’ his very exist-
ence a gift that defied the odds. A curious ex-
plorer with a bright mind, he was always fid-
dling with new gadgets and technology, learn-
ing about cars, enjoying mathematics, and 
playing video games. To our community, he 
was a beacon of hope—a gentle giant with a 
big heart, raised by his loving family to have 
integrity, respect, and to treat others with com-
passion and dignity. 

Justin was taken from us much too soon. 
His family and friends have confronted un-
imaginable grief at the loss of such an inno-
cent and beautiful life. His bright and deter-
mined spirit will be dearly missed. Their hard-
ship reflects what a gift he was to his family 
and friends who had the privilege of loving 
him. As Justin’s brother so eloquently put it: 
‘‘Ten years old was short, but it was a bless-
ing and it was beautiful.’’ 

I pray that God will give strength to the Wal-
lace family as they bear this great personal 
loss. As Scripture tells us in Mathew 11:28– 
30, ‘‘Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.’’ 

May God bless his soul. 
f 

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS OF 
ELLIOTT’S BAKERY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Elliott’s Bakery located in 
Trenton, Michigan, on the occasion of their 
90th anniversary. Their decades spent as a 
mainstay of the Trenton community is worthy 
of commendation. 

Established in 1931 by Mr. Waldo Elliott, El-
liott’s Bakery has been a Trenton staple for 
nine decades. Mr. Elliott, a Northville, Michi-
gan native, spent 12 years in the bakery busi-
ness before deciding to expand. After consid-
ering six locations, he found Trenton to be the 
perfect home for the new Elliott’s Bakery. At 
the time of its founding, Trenton was a thriving 
residential community in need of a bakery for 

its residents. Elliott’s was exactly what the 
neighborhood needed. The bakery was later 
owned by the Bill and Violetta Vidojevski fam-
ily, who added their own special recipes to the 
menu. 

Despite the changes in ownership, the rec-
ipes and quality of their baked goods have 
maintained their excellence. The current own-
ers, Bradley and Kristine Davidson, have been 
committed to keeping the bakery’s traditional 
recipes alive. Originally, the bakery provided a 
variety of breads and later became well-known 
for their desserts. The bakery’s most popular 
items today include their Long John donuts 
and the raspberry-currant and butter bud 
cookies. Throughout their nine decades in the 
Trenton community, Elliott’s Bakery has main-
tained their reputation for serving up delicious, 
high-quality donuts, cookies, pies, and other 
treats. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in celebrating the 90th anniversary 
of Elliott’s Bakery in Trenton, Michigan. Please 
join me in congratulating Elliott’s Bakery on 
nine fantastic decades of business and in 
wishing them the best of luck in the years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF HELEN ANDERSON TOLAND 

HON. STEVEN HORSFORD 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of Helen 
Anderson Toland. Ms. Toland has been a Las 
Vegas resident since 1964 and served as the 
Clark County School District’s first African 
American female school principle at the former 
Kit Carson Elementary School, now renamed 
Helen Anderson Toland Elementary School in 
her honor. 

Originally from Marceline, Missouri, Ms. 
Toland attended University of Illinois and 
worked as the first black speech correctionist 
in Louisville, Kentucky before receiving a mas-
ter’s degree in speech therapy from University 
of Southern California (USC). While in Los An-
geles in the early 1960s, she became active in 
the NAACP, through which she met Jim An-
derson, whom she married in 1964. 

When Ms. Toland arrived in Las Vegas, she 
was initially hired as a speech therapist by the 
Clark County School District, before becoming 
principal of Kit Carson in 1965, a position she 
held for seven years, after which she became 
principal at Robert E. Lake Elementary 
School. While principal, Ms. Toland took great 
pride in providing for her students, including 
by organizing field trips to Disneyland and Mt. 
Charleston. Following the passing of Mr. An-
derson, she married Elton Toland and moved 
to Los Angeles in 1972 before moving back to 
Las Vegas in 1980. 

Throughout her lifetime, Ms. Toland has 
been very active in community work in Las 
Vegas, as well as in Africa. In addition to her 
work with the NAACP and the civil rights 
movement, Ms. Toland was also a board 
member of an environmental group called 
Foresta, and was involved with the National 
Association of College Women and Les 
Femmes Douze. Ms. Toland is also a member 
of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and was 

one of the founders of the local chapter. Ms. 
Toland also has held community yard sales to 
raise funds for the schooling of young people 
in Las Vegas and Africa, contributed to the 
first preschool speech therapy program in 
Kubwa-Abuja, Nigeria, and shares artwork and 
artifacts from her travels to Africa with mem-
bers of the local community, including univer-
sity and school children. 

Earlier this month, the Historic Preservation 
Commission, joined by Councilman Cedric 
Crear, preserved Ms. Toland’s Westside home 
as part of the City of Las Vegas Historic Prop-
erty Register, and she will be included among 
the icons to be enshrined at Historic Westside 
Legacy Park later this year, in honor of her 
years of accomplishments and dedication to 
the Las Vegas community. We love and ap-
preciate everything Ms. Toland has done for 
the Southern Nevada community, and want to 
take this opportunity to say thank you. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOB GOOD 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
was unable to vote on June 29, 2021 due to 
travel arrangements. Had I been present, I 
would have voted as follows: NO on Roll Call 
No. 189; NO on Roll Call No. 190; NO on Roll 
Call No. 191; NO on Roll Call No. 193; YES 
on Roll Call No. 194; NO on Roll Call No. 195; 
and NO on Roll Call No. 196. 

I oppose passage of H.R. 3005 because I 
believe in preserving America’s rich history 
and I support each state’s right to choose 
which two statues they want representing 
them in the U.S. Capitol Building. The Left has 
devoted too much energy to tearing down stat-
ues and monuments, including those of the 
Founders. We should learn from our history, 
not desecrate it. 

I oppose passage of H.R. 2662 because it 
would dangerously expand subpoena power 
so that it could be weaponized against prior 
administration officials, rather than focusing in-
vestigative authority on the current govern-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to vote on June 29, 2021 due to an invi-
tation from the Governor of Texas to travel to 
the border to observe the ongoing crisis that 
is happening there. Had I been present, I 
would have voted as follows: YES on Roll Call 
No. 196. 

I am exceedingly concerned with the Speak-
er’s determination to pass H.R. 3005, To di-
rect the Joint Committee on the Library to re-
place the bust of Roger Brooke Taney in the 
Old Supreme Court Chamber of the United 
States Capitol with a bust of Thurgood Mar-
shall to be obtained by the Joint Committee on 
the Library and to remove certain statues from 
areas of the United States Capitol which are 
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accessible to the public, to remove all statues 
of individuals who voluntarily served the Con-
federate States of America from display in the 
United States Capitol, and for other purposes. 
This bill is Cultural Marxism brought to the 
House floor for a vote. 

This bill attempts to strip individual states of 
their right to choose the statues they are pay-
ing for. In doing so, it seeks to erase their his-
tory—the bad, the good, and everything in be-
tween, that informs whom we’ve been and 
whom we are, as well as where we’ve been, 
so we can aptly navigate where we are going. 
As George Orwell presciently foreshadowed, 
‘‘Every record has been destroyed or falsified, 
every book rewritten, every picture has been 
repainted, every statue and street building has 

been renamed, every date has been altered. 
And the process is continuing day by day and 
minute by minute. History has stopped. Noth-
ing exists except an endless present in which 
the Party is always right.’’ 

But is the Party always right? Surely it is 
not. This point highlights another grievous flaw 
in H.R. 3005. Although it purports to cleanse 
the Capitol complex of Confederate statues 
and busts, in doing so it actually removes only 
Democrat statues and busts. Yes, Democrats 
are removing their Democrat forefathers for 
the sin of their slavery, or other support for the 
Confederacy, committed in times past. 

So why vote YES? Because having fought 
this battle for a state’s right to choose—warn-
ing about the dangers of arbitrarily banishing 
history from our midst—I am sick and tired of 

defending states’ rights so Democrats can try 
to rewrite history and say Republicans are de-
fending racists. We are doing no such thing. In 
fact, I’ve even gone further and tried to get an 
amendment made in order that reveals the 
dirty secret of just how racist, pro-slavery, and 
anti-freedom Democrats have been in the 
past. They want their own statues removed for 
two unspoken reasons: (1) People won’t look 
up their former heroes and find out how racist 
Democrats have been, and (2) A move to 
Marxism requires destruction of history first. If 
people don’t know their nation’s true history, 
they’re more easily duped into accepting a to-
talitarian government. So, if Democrats want 
to remove all Democrat statues and busts in 
the Capitol, I will not stand in their way. 
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